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ABSTRACT:
On March 11, 2011, the north-east coast of Honshu was first struck by an earthquake of magnitude 
9.0 followed by an extremely large tsunami. These natural disasters caused large numbers of deaths 
and profound damage to infrastructure. In particular, the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Station 
shutdown when the earthquake occurred as did other Nuclear Power Stations in the region. 
Unfortunately, profound damage to both the Power Station and surrounding infrastructure was so 
severe that essential services could not be restored to re-establish active cooling and an accident 
provisionally rated 7 on the International Nuclear Emergency scale has occurred. This talk will discuss 
the event, Australian Government response and will put Fukushima in the context of previous nuclear 
accidents.
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